
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 ROCHESTER’S CLASSICAL IDOL RETURNS FOR 9TH SEASON 
 
Rochester, New York - Rochester again plays host to the world’s finest emerging vocalists in the classical field in the 
ninth annual Classical Idol Vocal Competition, April 17-18, 2015. 
 
Widely recognized as an essential career step for vocalists pursuing professional performance at the top levels, 
Classical Idol provides the opportunity for young artists to compete before a live audience and receive real-time 
commentary from established authorities in the field.  
 
Selected from national and international applications, twenty vocalists come to Rochester for the semi-final round of 
the competition, to be held at Asbury First United Methodist Church on April 17. Panelists choose ten contestants to 
advance to the final round, presented before a live audience on April 18, 2015, 7:00 P.M. at Temple B’rith Kodesh, 
2131 Elmwood Avenue. In the final round, judges offer helpful commentary on the performances. Cash awards and 
concert appearances go to the top performers. Listeners vote for the Audience Favorite cash award. 
 
“It is such an honor to receive first place and the Audience Favorite award at the Classical Idol competition. It was 
such a marvelous group of singers and was a really wonderful experience,” remarked baritone Jonathan Beyer, who 
returns this year as a panelist for Classical Idol, offering advice to upcoming artists from one whose career was 
launched in Rochester. Beyer’s burgeoning international career now includes performances in the Orient and with 
the Metropolitan Opera, among numerous prestigious assignments.  
 
Joining him as distinguished panelists are Maestro Gildo DiNunzio, longtime Italian coach and conductor for the 
Metropolitan Opera; Constance Fee, a widely experienced international performing artist and Associate Professor 
of Voice at Roberts Wesleyan College; and Julia Figueras, Music Director and Mid-Day Host for WXXI-FM, 
producer of the live performance production Backstage Pass and a favorite among Classical Idol audiences. Brenda 
Tremblay, Morning Drive Host/Producer for Classical 91.5 FM, emcees the event. Rochester Oratorio Society 
Artistic Director Eric Townell moderates the panel. 
 
Rochester’s Classical Idol is one highlight of the 70th season of the Rochester Oratorio Society, the region’s leading 
large choral ensemble. Information on the ROS and on Classical Idol is at http://ROSsings.org. Tickets to the final 
round ($75) are available at www.ROSsings.org/classicalidol. For more information, contact the Rochester Oratorio 
Society at (585) 473-2234 or e-mail info@ROSsings.org. 
 
Contact: 
Eric Townell, Artistic Director 
Rochester Oratorio Society, Inc. 
1050 East Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14607 
etownell@ROSsings.org 
(585) 473-2234 
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